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On August 29, 5002 the Indonesian government deligearsd 1.0 mi“;.ﬂ'n h?ctawﬁ:ﬁ::n:
Cenderawasih Bay as the country’s largest marine PI’D'EEE‘{E(‘% :a-.rea: Dazz Zlglwstzs rm“gs LE 7
dense tropical forestsSheathing mist-topped limestone cliffs to tiny sand-ringed a PP
dramatic coral walls highlight the protected area. o O T R o

After first glimpsing these naturg wonders, most visitors think, “Fina _} h-iitﬂﬂﬁ Raveinon
stands still” True, there is no large-scale development, the 20,000 or so inha okt L
lefc much of a mark on the land or seascape, and you could ?ravel the length an : rjaa S
park and see few other humans. But, you would be wrong in .j,rmu' asscfssmentfacl.:m:{r: 5, e
Cenderawasih Bay. When considered on an epoch scale, time is the designer o L.n u;x:n s
reefs and has impﬂrinted upon them a history of great “"Elljﬂr mOovements ﬂﬂﬂlgﬂ”lig‘f .'"fﬂ L:::er.s

Between ten and fourteen million years ago, and again [hrﬂr.: .ED L I'F;HB} Lujﬂlu.: ;:vents
of land moved by unstable tectonic plates blocked the mouth of Cenderawasih bay. 1Ne€s
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reduced the influence of oceanic currents inside the bay, further limiting the ocean’s ability
todmove marine larvae through Cenderawasih. Although the barriers finally moved on (some
merging to become modern-day Halmahera Island, others forging with the northern edge of
the'Bird’s Head Peninsula), the bay’s massive size and the shallow sill that runs between the
matnland south of Manokwari east to Yapen Island still limits oceanographic circulation and
prevents current-carried larvae from rcaching many Interior reefs.

Disconnected from outside influences, Cenderawasih’s marine life developed in unique

seclusion. Imagine hundreds of endemic Pterocaesio monikae, a small, slender, deep blue fusilier

withia lateral yellow line, massing just off one of the bay’s plunging coral walls. You follow them
for @while, but soon become distracted by several fish that you cannot quite place. Chances are
theylare variants of fairly common fish like the long-nose butterflyfish or the yellow damsel. In
Cenderawasih these fish are a dusky color, and the butterflyfish has a slightly shorter snout.







